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FAX (0)566 84799 22 August 1991

Dear Jonathan Hare,

Thank you so much for writing so interesting a letter. I
am sorry to have been so slow in responding.

I am sure that you are on to a good thing in your curiosity
about the Earth’s electrical field. I don’t know if Gaia has
anything to do with its regulation but it would as you-note be-
an economical way of affecting climate. Incidentally the most
promising development in Gaia is the confirmation by the
Australians this year that Cloud Condensatiom nuctei are indeed
almost wholly the products of the atmospheric —oxidation of
dimethyl sulphide. A trace gas present at parts per trillion and
coming from algae living in the oceans. I-mention itto show how
trace atmospheric constituents can have profound effects.

Some random thoughts. Have you considered ion molecule
reactions in the atmosphere? Electron capture by CFCs might
alter the natural recombination rate.

Your personal interests run parallel with my own, even to
the extent of bomb making and electronics as a school boy.

With warm best wishes

Yours sincerely

R dredd

Ja E. Lovelock
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